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I want to tell you about a very spe-

cial couple that live right here in 

Weiser Idaho.   Weiser has many 

wonderful people with equally great 

stories, but Marco and Nila Collini 

are extra special.  Marco Collini was 

born in Italy.  He lived there with his 

family by the ocean until he was 14 

years old. Marcoôs father and grand-

father  were fisherman, so of course 

he learned            (continued pg 3)   
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Executive Corner  
By Brent Jones,  

Community Relations 
 

My wife reminds me about this time 
every year when I say: ñThis was the 
shortest summer I can remember!ò  It 
wasnôt until I thought about all of the 
fun times we had outside in the warm 
weather that I realized this summer 
was actually packed with activities and 
gatherings. 
 

The summer parties we held for our 
residents, their families, and our em-
ployees are at the top of my list.  We 
kicked the summer off at our northwest 
Boise location by hosting the Boise 
Chamber of Commerce Business After 
Hours event.  We made our parking lot 
look just like a southern California 
beach, complete with sand, a snow 
cone shack, lots of shells, and classic 
surf music.  The 92 degree tempera-
ture made it feel like a real summer 
day at the beach. 

(continued pg 3)  

 

 

Assisted Living and Memory Care at its Best! 

October Birthdays  
Residents  
6th Jenny Paanenan Rose Haven of McCall 
6th Carol Waterman The Cottages of Payette 
7th Patrick Campbell Rose Haven of McCall 
7th Ruth Machen  The Cottages of Middleton 
7th Shirley McKay  The Cottages of Payette 
13th Glen Carlock  Rose Haven of McCall 
13th Valerie Gussie  The Cottages of Mt. Home 
15th Vivian Daniels  The Cottages of Weiser 
24th Adelaide Foy  The Cottages of Middleton 
26th Dee Craig  The Cottages of Boise 
26th Colleen Regan Rose Haven of Nampa 
29th Loretta Collard The Cottages of Emmett 
30th Jane Atwell  The Cottages of Boise 
30th Ruth Richards  The Cottages of Weiser 
30th Charles Shaklee The Cottages of Weiser 

October Birthdays  
Employees  
1st Karen Aslanzadeh The Cottages of Meridian 
3rd Diane Brissette The Cottages of Emmett 
3rd Kathy Hawker  The Cottages of Payette 
5th Michaela Schell Rose Haven of McCall 
5th Trisha West  Rose Haven of McCall 
8th Jamie Davis  The Cottages of Emmett 
8th Tashina Oglevee The Cottages of Payette 
9th Sadie Laine  The Cottages of Meridian 
12th Brent Jones  Community Relations 
13th Kristina Bauer  The Cottages of Mt. Home 
14th Shelle Schuppert Rose Haven of McCall 
21st Bob Young  Maintenance Manager 
29th Alina Brokaw  The Cottages of Meridian 
30th Douglas Ray  The Cottages of Emmett 

Bus or Limo? 
Outings are outrageously fun!  Our 

buses are equipped to handle special 

mobility devices that allow all resi-
dents the opportunity to participate 

and enjoy all destinations.   
 

Some locations donôt have room in 
the parking lot to keep the bus on 

site, but they are only a phone call 

away when they are needed.   
 

It never ceases to amaze me at the 
fun places our residents like to go, 

and the creative things they like to 

do.  The residents of Weiser 

(pictured above) recently enjoyed a 
trip to BiMart.       
 

Personally, Iôve always wanted to go 

puddle splashing, which probably 

explains why Iôve never been given 
the keys!  Riding in a fire truck, at 

top speed, with the sirens blaring and 

grinning as all the other vehicles got 
out of our way, would be my second 

choice.   I wonder if we could install 

flashing lights and sirens on our 
buses?  Maybe I could lift the keys 

right after it rainsé.but then, the 

residents would probably argue over 

who gets to drive!  (sorry guys... 
only employees are allowed to drive)        



Baby at The Cottages of Emmett 

Congratulations Cristal Jones, employee of The Cottages 
of Emmett!  She will deliver a baby girl, sometime around 
Sept 24.  She plans to return to work after the Doctor 
gives the thumbs up.  Photo at left is baby shower given 
by The Cottages.  Employees enjoyed trying to guess 
each otherôs baby pictures.  Cristal and baby will enjoy a 
gift certificate to Babies R Us.   

Doris Foruria, Administrator, says 

this is a normal occurrence, and so 

do our Administrators at other loca-

tions.  So tell all your friends to stop 

by for a cool one at the Cottages!   
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(Marco Collini continued)  

the ways of a fisherman from the time he was very 
young.  Fishing and the sea life was the only life he 
knew and he loved it.  Marco recalls stowing himself 
away on his dadôs boat when he was very young.  
Much to the dismay of his mother Iôm sure. 
 

Marcos grew into manhood and eventually became a 
fisherman.  As his fatherôs before him, the sea called to 
him and he became a commercial tuna and albacore 
fisherman.  Marco owned his own boat named the 
Notre Dame, which was capable of holding 140 tons of 
fish.  Marco proved to be very successful, once beating 
and setting the record for hauling in by hand 80 tons of 
albacore in one day. 
 

Marco was also an accomplished navy diver.  Back 
then diving lessons consisted of donning the diving 
suit, being hoisted over the edge of the boat and 
dropped in the water.  If you came back up without the 
bends then you were a good diver and that is how 
Marcoôs diving career began.   Diving suits of the day 
consisted of a heavy canvas suit and a large, heavy 
copper helmet.  His shoes were made of lead to pre-
vent him from turning upside down while under water. 
 

WWII found Marco on Navy patrol boats at Pearl Har-
bor.  His job was to search the waters for various ob-
jects.  He lost count how many times he has walked the 
ocean floor.  On one particular dive he landed directly 
on a mine with no consequence. 
 

Marco met his future wife Nila and they were soon mar-
ried in March of 1948.  She became a homemaker and 
a book keeper.  Nila is an accomplished artist.  She 
paints with watercolors and oils.  Nila is a member of 
the distinguished organization Watercolor West.  Wa-
tercolor West has annual art shows promoting pure 
watercolors.  It is very difficult to become a member of 
this elite club. In order to attain the status of signature 
membership which Nila is, you must be accepted in 3 
of their annual shows with your artwork.  Her works of 
art have been displayed in art galleries throughout Cali-
fornia and sell for large sums of money.  Nila currently 
has art displayed at Northwind Gallery in Weiser, 
Idaho. 
 
Marco and Nila Collini currently reside here in Weiser 
and they have one daughter.  Marco is currently a resi-
dent at The Cottages of Weiser. 

(Executive Corner continued)  
 

Our other locations held special events during the summer 
months that were very well attended by our residentsô fami-
lies and just as much fun.  My favorite thing to do is watch 
our residents enjoying their family as everyone feasts on 
summertime food.  What is it about hamburgers and hot 
dogs fresh off the grill with lots of potato salad?  And donôt 
forget the watermelon.  I remember watching my father put 
salt on his watermelon when I was young.  I never under-
stood why he did that.  
 

We closed out the summer with a mid-September BBQ at 
our newest assisted living home in McCall.  The cool tem-
perature and rain drops reminded everyone summer was 
coming to an end.  I noticed our guests from McCall came 
prepared with sweaters and jackets.  My jacket was in 
Boise.  It was a really wonderful event with great food and 
lots of grandchildren.  What a great way to close out the 
summer of 2009!        
 

Speaking of McCall being our newest location, did you know 
we provide assisted living and memory care in nine cities 
around southwest Idaho?  In addition to McCall, we have 
homes in Boise, Emmett, Meridian, Middleton, Mountain 
Home, Nampa, Payette, and Weiser.  We also offer respite 
care and adult day care at all of our locations.  If you know 
someone who might be interested in either of these ser-
vices, please ask them to call me and I will have one of our 
administrators contact them.  My number is (208) 850-3215. 
 

I hope your summer was as memorable as mine. 
 

Brent Jones  

ñAutumn is a second spring, where every leaf is a flowerò  ð Albert Camas 
 

ñA few days ago, I walked along the edge of the lake and was treated to the crunch and rustle of leaves with 

each step I made.  The acoustics of this season are different, and all sounds, no matter how hushed, are as 

crisp as autumn airò.  ð Eric Sloane 

Residents of The Cottages of Mt. Home Turned to Animals 
Several residents were seen recently in the Boise Zoo!  What a beautiful day to watch curious animals and children of all 
sizes. Lunch was enjoyed in the sunshine and fresh air.  Thank you for the animal adventure Amber Costillo, Administrator. 

Fountain of Youth 

Discovered! 
There must be something good in 

the water for residents at The Cot-

tages!  Friday night ñchildrenò of 

all ages were found at the Cottages 

of Emmett with face paint, cotton 

candy, and bar-b-que, as they 

rocked out to fine, live music!   

Latest on Social 
Security Benefits 

From ALFA August 2009  

Millions of seniors, including senior living 

residents nationwide, will receive smaller 

Social Security checks next year. This marks 

ñthe first time in a generation that payments 

would not rise,ò reports the USA Today. 

ñBy law, Social Security benefits cannot go 

down. Nevertheless, monthly payments would 

drop for millions of people in the Medicare 

prescription drug program because the premi-

ums, which often are deducted from Social 

Security payments, are scheduled to go up 

slightly,ò according to the newspaper. 

Here are more highlights about this issue, from 

The Associated Press: 

�x�� The trustees who oversee Social Security 

are projecting there wonôt be a cost of 

living adjustment (COLA) for the next 

two years. 

�x�� About 50 million retired and disabled 

Americans receive Social Security bene-

fits. the average monthly benefit for retir-

ees is $1,153 this year. All beneficiaries 

received a 5.8 percent increase in Janu-

ary, the largest since 1982. 

�x�� COLAs are tied to inflation, which has 

been negative this year, largely because 

energy prices are below 2008 levels. 

�x�� The Social Security program is projected 

to start paying out more money than it 

receives in 2016. Without changes, the 

retirement fund will be depleted by 2037. 
  
 


